

The Narrative regarding ‘Doubting Thomas’ is understood to regard his Reluctance to Believe that Jesus had truly been Resurrected from the Dead.  
Is  that  ALL  there  was  to  it ?
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The Gospel of John alone adds a well-known detail to the narrative regarding the incident of when Jesus appeared to His Disciples all together, for the first time, just hours after His resurrection.  That evening, some 24 hours after it, Jesus abruptly appeared in a well-secured room directly, without it being opened to Him.  Luke 24 fills us in on the discussion that was interrupted and the alarm of those in attendance, but it’s John who relates the fact that Thomas wasn’t present that first occasion.
Considering that the two who had fallen in step with Jesus on the road to Emmaus were back in Jerusalem relating their startling experience (Luke 24:35), this must have been after sunset, which ended the ‘morrow after the Sabbath’. (That ‘mor-row’ was Wave Sheaf Day, though the majority of Jews had observed it two days earlier that year.)

Assembled For Fear
John’s account provides this:  20:19  “Then the same day at evening, being the first day of the week, when the doors were shut where the disciples were assembled for fear of the Jews, came Jesus and stood in the midst, and saith unto them, Peace be unto you.  This was during an animated discussion of the day’s events, including witness of the two who dashed back from Emmaus, as Luke 24:33 relates.  20: “And when he had so said, he shewed unto them his hands and his side. Then were the disciples glad, when they saw the Lord.  21: Then said Jesus to them again, Peace be unto you: as my Father hath sent me, even so send I you…  24: But Thomas, one of the twelve, called Didymus, was not with them when Jesus came.  25: The other disciples therefore said unto him, We have seen the Lord. But he said unto them, Except I shall see in his hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my hand into his side, I will not believe.  26: And after eight days again his disciples were within, and Thomas with them: then came Jesus, the doors being shut, and stood in the midst, and said, Peace be unto you.  27: Then saith he to Thomas, reach hither thy finger, and behold my hands; and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into my side: and be not faithless, but believing.  28: And Thomas answered and said unto him, My Lord and my God.  29: Jesus saith unto him, Thomas, because thou hast seen me, thou hast believed: blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed.”
His exclamation didn’t mention the resurrection. It wasn’t the doctrine of the resurrection per se that was the doubtful matter.  (Remember, Thomas had seen Lazarus!  John 11:16.  In fact, it was Thomas alone who was mentioned by name in regard to that incident in Bethany!)

Mention of Thomas’ impulsiveness in John 11:16 suggests he didn’t yet see Jesus and His ministry in any more than a ‘messianic’ regard.  The disciples were at that time becoming aware of the increasing danger they all faced as passions increased, partic-ularly in the Jerusalem area. (v.8)  This incident with the death and resurrection of Lazarus was intended to inject the reality of the resurrection into their consciousnesses, as verse 15 shows.  Later, speaking to Martha, He revealed not only that Lazarus would BE resurrected, but that He was the source of it so far as it involved His Saints.  (v. 25)

But was it the resurrection itself that Thomas was reluctant to commit to?   He had said, “Except I shall see in his hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my hand into his side, I will not believe.”  When he did come to believe, we need to consider what he had realized in order to make the exclamation he did.
He exclaimed “my Lord and my God” in process of touching warm living flesh. It expressed not only recognition of the Person, but more importantly, the fact of His Divinity.  The issue of the reality of a resurrection was secondary.  To make this identi-fication, he had to realize that it was God the Father who raised Him.  It was a real eye-opener, that his Lord was God!  The very one referred to in Psalms and again in the book of Acts.

The incident with Lazarus is of interest in another way.  One point of note is the ‘four days’ matter.  First, in the Roman world, three days was neces-sary in order for ones’ decease to be declared a ‘legal’ death.  This throws certain light on the Friday Crucifixion / Sunday morning resurrection belief.  To insist on less than three whole days is to deny Jesus a ‘legal’ death.  Romans, at least, knew how long a day was!
If Jesus had been truly dead and unconscious, how could He have resurrected Himself?  Obviously, it was the Father who raised Him!   We have many scriptures attesting to that!  (e.g. Acts 2:24 & 13:37)

Thy Holy One!
No doubt, by the content of Thomas’ exclamation, and with Lazarus’ resurrection a recent memory, he likely would have considered the well-known words from the Psalm 16, which contains these words: “Preserve me, O God: for in thee do I put my trust.  2: O my soul, thou hast said unto the LORD, Thou art my Lord: my goodness extendeth not to thee;  3: But to the saints that are in the earth, and to the excellent, in whom is all my delight.  4: Their sorrows shall be multiplied that hasten after another god: their drink offerings of blood will I not offer, nor take up their names into my lips. 
   5: The LORD is the portion of mine inheritance and of my cup: thou maintainest my lot.  6: The lines are fallen unto me in pleasant places; yea, I have a goodly heritage.  7: I will bless the LORD, who hath given me counsel: my reins also instruct me in the night seasons.  8: I have set the LORD always before me: because he is at my right hand, 
  I shall not be moved.  9: Therefore my heart is glad, and my glory rejoiceth: my flesh also shall rest in hope.  10: For thou wilt not leave my soul in hell; neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption.  11: Thou wilt shew me the path of life: in thy presence is fullness of joy; at thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore.”
Now many attempt to explain that this is David speaking, but David is not ‘at the right hand.’  He and his grave is present on earth even yet. He has not yet been resurrected. In fact, it was in explain-ing this passage that Peter, on the Day of Pentecost, affirmed that this wasn’t David speaking of him-self.  Acts 2, beginning in verse 23 has this: “Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and slain:   24: Whom God hath raised up, having loosed the pains of death: because it was not possible that he should be holden of it.  25: For David speaketh concerning him, I foresaw the Lord always before my face, for he is on my right hand, that I should not be moved:  26: Therefore did my heart rejoice, and my tongue was glad; moreover also my flesh shall rest in hope:  27: Because thou wilt not leave my soul in hell, neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see 
corruption.” 
Paul, speaking at Antioch years later affirmed the same.  That this passage doesn’t refer to David, but specifically to Jesus.  Acts 13 has this, beginning in verse 34:  “And as concerning that he raised him up from the dead, now no more to return to cor-ruption, he said on this wise, I will give you the sure mercies of David.   35: Wherefore he saith also in another psalm, Thou shalt not suffer thine Holy One to see corruption.  36: For David, after he had served his own generation by the will of God, fell on sleep, and was laid unto his fathers, and saw corruption:  37: But he, whom God raised again, saw no corruption.”

The ten disciples saw it first, Thomas came to realize the potent implications later!  That THIS resurrection established the certainty of Jesus as God!  Thomas was touching “God’s Holy One”!  A secondary issue was the question as to whether or not God could exist ‘in and of the flesh’, and that question is positively answered in the ‘seeing corruption’ matter.  You see, Jesus was, in His incarnate state, composed of the same substance as was Lazarus.  Only a time-limited death interval prevented the same from happening to Him!
“My Lord and my God”
Was Thomas incorrect in identifying Jesus as his (and our) GOD?  Ordinarily we wouldn’t think so, but there are some in our fellowship who hold that only God the Father is God, and only HE should be regarded as such: and to consider Jesus as God is tantamount to breaking the first Commandment! Such an idea even made its way into a “One God Controversy” article in the Journal in the Septem-ber/October, 2005 issue, page 17.
This exclamation of faith on the part of Thomas should factor-in to the answer to this ‘dilemma’ as some see it.  Thomas not only came to realize that Jesus was God, but that there also was another Being who had raised Him up, not leaving His soul in the grave.
The Son IS God!

Hebrews 1 also sheds additional light on this key 
question: “God, who at sundry times and in divers 
manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the 
prophets,  2: Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds;  3: Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person, and upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high;… when he bringeth in the firstbegotten into the world, he saith, And let all the angels of God worship him…  8: But unto the Son he saith, Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever: a sceptre of righteousness is the sceptre of thy kingdom. 9: Thou hast loved righteousness, and hated iniquity; therefore God, even thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness above thy fellows.”  Here God calls His Son God also!  Many statements in this Hebrews 1 narrative draw clear distinction between TWO interrelated Beings.
The Apostle John, the one who spoke so explicitly of the doctrine of ‘the Father and the Son’, (1st John 2:22, etc.)  saw a relevance to this seemingly small incident and decided to include it when writing the fourth gospel some 55 to 60 years after the fact.

So there is more in Thomas’ enlightened exclama-tion than just the realization of the reality of His resurrection.  As had the others, Thomas also came to understand the duality of persons in the Godhead: That Jesus also was GOD!  An under-standing destined to alter the perceptual dynamics of the Christian Faith from that era on!                Ω
======================================================
Related Topics:  (available from this author)
 “The Doctrine of the Father and the Son”

  “Who is the God of the Old Testament?” 

 “Who IS the Ancient of Days?”

 “Who is Elohim?”

 “No Man has Seen God at Any Time!” 
 “My Father, Your Father”

 “The Hypostasis Hoax”

 “The 134 Emendations of the Sopherim”

 “The Deadly Revelation in Psalm 110”

  “Hear O Israel, The LORD is One”

 “The Shema in the New Testament”

 “Did Daniel See and Speak with God?”
�  This statement is especially noteworthy in context of the cup of symbolic blood offered at the ‘Last Supper’.  See the article “Passover and the Bride of Christ.”


�  This passage is especially interesting on a number of counts!  First, we see an interposition of roles, so far as it involves dealing with humanity.  We see the Father sitting in position of assistant in that activity, though the situation is reversed as it regards God the Father’s Throne in heaven.  God is at Jesus’ right hand in the process of redeeming  mankind.  He originally gave His Son the mandate to rule on Earth.  He upholds and directs the Son in that.  The TRUE Hupostasis. (One who acts in support of another.)  Notice verse 2.  LORD is YHWH, Lord is Adonai.  “O my soul, thou hast said unto the LORD, Thou art my Lord: my goodness extendeth not to thee; But to the saints that are in the earth,”  Here the Son’s soul (the Father isn’t a physical being and thus isn’t a soul) says to the LORD (YHWH) you are my Lord (Adonai).  The reverse of the conversation related in Psalm 110:1.  And, the speaker’s grace (goodness) is extended toward the saints on the Earth.   Then verse 5, “The LORD is the portion of mine inheritance and of my cup: thou maintainest my lot.”  God the Father is seen as being the One who gave Him His inheritance, His ‘cup’ (as referred to in the Passover Proposal and in Gethsemane), and the One who maintains Him in what He is given to do!
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